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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Bletchley 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1947. 

The  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  under  review  has  been 
satisfactory. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  shows  a most  gratifying  drop 
compared  with  1946,  and  it  is  also  much  lower  than  the  figures  of 
Bucks  County  Council  and  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  under 
review. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  much  higher  than  1946,  and  is  also  higher 
than  the  Rate  for  Bucks  Council  Council  and  England  and  Wales 
for  the  same  period. 

The  Death  Rate  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  but, 
as  will  be  seen  in  the  tables  given,  this  increase  is  due  to  two 
diseases  in  the  older  age  groups. 

During  the  year  an  epidemic  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  spread 
over  the  country.  It  was  an  anxious  time  in  Bletchley,  and  al- 
though we  were  unfortunate  in  having  two  cases  during  the  year, 
the  district  escaped  any  further  invasion.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  intensive  world-wide  research  which  is  going  on  with  regard  to 
the  epidemiology  and  prevention  of  this  dread  disease  will  soon 
produce  a definite  preventive  measure  similar  to  vaccination  against 
Smallpox,  inoculation  against  Diphtheria  and  inoculation  against 
the  Enteric  Group  of  Fevers. 

1 took  up  my  duties  as  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with 
your  Council  on  May  26th,  1947.  It  was  my  first  introduction  to 
Local  Government  Administration  and,  after  Army  Service,  some- 
what strange  to  me.  I should  like  to  thank  the  Council  for  the  un- 
failing courtesy  and  assistance  I have  had  from  the  Chairman  and 
Councillors,  and  also  to  state  how  impressed  I have  been  by  their 
very  keen  interest  in  all  matters  affecting  the  health  of  the  District. 

I should  also  like  to  thank  your  officers  and  staff  for  their  very 
willing  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  WALDRON, 

July,  1948.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

1946 

1947 

Area  (in  acres) 

4462 

4,462 

Population 

8342 

8,620 

Number  of  Inhabitated  Houses 

2500 

2,550 

Rateable  Value  (1/4/47)  ... 

£51432 

£52,860 

Rate  per  £1 

16/- 

18/- 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate 

£206/17/11 

£213/0/4 

Births: 

ass. 

Legitimate 

Males  77 

84 

Females  69 

90 

Illegitimate 

Males  2 

7 

Females  3 

3 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  Population  ... 

17.5 

21.3 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  Population  Bucks 
Birth  rate  per  1,000  Population 

18.6 

20.1 

England  and  Wales 

19.1 

20.5 

Still  Births 

Male  4 

4 

Female  1 

3 

Deaths : 

Males  39 

48 

Females  49 

58 

Death  rate  per  1,000  Population  ... 
Death  rate  per  1,000  Population 

10.5 

12.2 

Bucks 

Death  rate  per  1,000  Population 

10.5 

11.3 

England  and  Wales  ... 

Maternal  Mortality  England  and 

11.5 

12 

Wales 

Infantile  Mortality: 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  per 

1.06 

1.17 

per  1 ,000  Live  Births  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  per 

34.2 

21.7 

1,000  Live  Births  Bucks 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  Live  Births  England  and 

30.1 

30.8 

Wales 

43 

41 

Deaths  from  Measles 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

0 

0 

years  of  age) 

2 

(F) 

0 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death: 


1946 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Tuberculosis  • ... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer 

6 

6 

12 

8 

12 

20 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

4 

7 

11 

6 

7 

13 

Heart  Disease  ... 

12 

5 

17 

14 

16 

30 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

8 

4 

1 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Digestive  Disease 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

i Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Violence 

0 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

All  Other  Causes 

5 

14 

19 

1 

7 

8 

Total 

39 

49 

88 

45 

56 

101 

Section  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  bacteriological  work  of  the  District  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Oxford.  Samples  of  Water 
l|and  Sewage  for  chemical  analysis  had  however  to  be  sent  to 
London.  It  is  hoped  that  under  the  proposed  National  Laboratory 
Service  that  all  samples  can  be  dealt  with  in  this  one  laboratory. 


[2.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases:  These  cases  were  transported  by  the 
Ambulance  of  the  Grove  Isolation  Hospital  or  the  Aylesbury 
Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  General  Cases  including  Accidents:  The  U.D.C.  Ambulance 
ogether  with  the  valuable  services  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 

rigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross  did  an  excellent  job  of  work 
uring  the  year. 

|3.  NURSING  FACILITIES. 

As  in  previous  years  the  District  Nurses  carried  on  their  very 
Excellent  and  noble  work. 
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4.  CLINICS. 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare:  This  clinic  has  been  held 
weekly  at  the  Welfare  Clinic  in  Bletchley  Road.  The  voluntary 
committee.  District  Nurses  and  Health  Visitor  attended  each  time 
and  a doctor  attended  once  a fortnight.  I feel  that  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  to  the  ladies  of  the  voluntary  committee  who  give 
so  much  of  their  spare  time,  ungrudgingly,  to  this  work. 

(b)  Chest  Clinic:  This  clinic  was  organised  during  the  year  and 
is  doing  excellent  work.  It  is  a self-contained  unit  complete  with 
X-ray  apparatus,  etc.,  and  is  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Sessions  are  held  weekly. 

(c)  Physiotherapy  Clinic:  As  the  result  of  negotiations  with  the 
British  Red  Cross  a mobile  Physiotherapy  unit  was  made  available 
for  the  Bletchley  area.  Temporary  accommodation  was  secured  at 
the  Bletchley  Clinic  and  in  October,  1947,  the  Clinic  was  formally 
opened. 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  this  clinic,  patients  had  to  travel 
to  Northampton,  Bedford,  Leighton  Buzzard  or  Aylesbury  for  the 
necessary  treatment,  with  the  inevitable  delays  in  transport  and 
difficulties  regarding  meals,  with  the  result  that  in  many  cases  the 
good  effects  of  their  treatment  were  nullified  by  the  time  they  got 
home  again. 

Needless  to  say  the  clinic  was  a success  from  the  start  and  it 
was  soon  obvious  that  it  would  have  to  expand. 

As  I write,  new  quarters  are  being  prepared  for  the  clinic  close 
to  the  Council  Offices,  and  additional  staff  is  being  provided  by  the 
British  Red  Cross. 

5.  HOSPITALS. 

The  following  hospitals  have  served  this  area : 

Infectious  Diseases:  Grove  Hospital 

Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital 
Slade  Hospital,  Oxford. 

Tuberculosis:  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium. 

General:  Northampton  General  Hospital 
Bedford  County  Hospital  Royal  Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury 
London  Hospitals.  Tindal  House,  Aylesbury 

The  provision  of  a Maternity  Home  for  Bletchley  again  en- 
gaged the  serious  attention  of  the  Council  during  the  year.  Our 
hopes  were  raised  when  the  County  Health  Authority  whole- 
heartedly approved  of  the  Council’s  recommendation  that  Holne 
Chase  would  in  every  way  be  most  suitable  for  the  purpose.  To- 
wards the  end  of  the  year  our  hopes  were  damped  somewhat  by 
the  knowledge  that,  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  all 
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lospitals  and  institutions  were  to  be  taken  over  from  the  County 
Health  Authority.  The  difficulty  in  staffing  existing  hospitals  and 
homes  does  not  help  matters  either,  but  the  fact  remains  that  a 
Maternity  Home  is  an  essential  in  Bletchley  and  “here’s  hoping”. 


Section  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


A.  WATER. 


(a)  Quality. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  have  shown  that  a high 
standard  of  purity  has  been  maintained  as  the  undermentioned 
results  will  show: 

(i)  Nature  of  sample  ...  Household  tap  from  Western  Road 
Plate  Count  Yeastral  Agar  2 days  37  deg.  C. 

aerobically  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  bacilli  Mac- 

Conkey  2 days  37  deg.  C.  ...  ...  Oper  100ml. 

Remarks: 

This  water  falls  in  Class  1 of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  grading. 

(ii)  Nature  of  sample : Pump  Delivery  Sandhouse  Waterworks. 


Analysis  : 

Total  Solid  Residue 
Combined  Chlorine 
as  Sodium  Chloride 
Nitric  Nitrogen 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 
Calcium  as  CaO  ... 
Magnesium  as  MgO 
Sulphates  as  S03  ... 
Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Alkalinity  as  CaC03 
Permanent  Hardness 

Temporary  Hardness 

,.  Total  Hardness 

if 

>.  Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 
Iron  

y 

Fluorine  (F) 


Parts  per  100,000 

25.80 
2.60 
4.28 
0.06 
0.015 
7.20 
1.58 
3.91 
0.019 
0.003 
11.00 
8.2  deg 
Clarks  Scale 
2.6  deg. 
Clarks  Scale 
10.8  deg. 
Clarks  Scale 
absent 

1.13  parts  per 
million. 

not  more  than 
0.5  parts  per 
million. 


7 


( b ) Quantity. 

Owing  to  the  increased  size  of  the  town  the  existing  source  of 
supply  of  water  was  considered  insufficient  to  give  a reasonable 
margin  of  safety  with  regard  to  quantity.  Two  new  Boreholes  have 
now  been  completed,  unfortunately  one  of  these  gives  but  a small 
yield  and  is  considered  uneconomic,  but  the  other  (No.  2 Bore- 
hole) will  yield  a maximum  of  12,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  de- 
livery of  a new  pump  for  the  Borehole  is  eagerly  awaited,  so  that 
attention  may  be  turned  to  the  existing  well. 

Well  over  90  per  cent  of  the  houses  in  the  district  have  been 
supplied  with  town  water.  The  approximate  number  of  houses 
not  connected  to  the  town  mains  being  6 out  of  2,550  inhabited 
houses. 

B.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  extension  of  the  sewers  to  drain  the  village  of  Water  Eaton 
was  completed  during  the  year,  and  the  additional  sewage  from  this 
source  plus  that  from  the  new  houses  has  made  the  need  for  a new 
pumping  station  to  replace  the  Water  Eaton  Ejector  Station  even 
more  urgent. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  signified  their  approval  to  the  new 
pumping  station  and  sewers  to  deal  with  the  increased  flow  at 
Water  Eaton  and  work  on  this  project  commenced  during  the  year. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  been  working  at  full  capacity, 
and  should  there  be  any  further  extension  of  the  town  a recon- 
struction of  the  works  will  become  a necessity,  and  when  such  a 
situation  arises  the  question  of  a change  in  site  for  the  disposal 
works  should  be  investigated. 

During  the  year  the  Septic  Tanks  were  completely  cleaned  out. 

C.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  stagnation  or  obstructions  occurred  in  the  streams  within 
the  area  during  the  year  under  review. 

D.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Almost  all  the  houses  in  Water  Eaton  have  now  been  connected 
to  the  public  sewer. 

E.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  has  shown  consid- 
erable improvement  during  the  year. 

F.  SHOPS. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  the  provision  of  customers'  lava- 
tory accommodation  at  two  cafes  within  the  district. 
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G.  CAMPING  SITES. 

No  sites  registered. 

H.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Further  complaints  of  dust  from  the  flues  of  the  coffee  factory 
(Messrs.  Joseph  Tetley)  have  been  investigated.  The  management 
lave  agreed  to  expedite  steps  to  overcome  mechanical  difficulties 
and  stop  the  nuisance. 

I.  SWIMMING  BATHS. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  a Public  Swimming 
Bath  in  the  town  in  unchanged  and  remains  one  of  the  most  desir- 
able amenities  to  be  provided. 

During  the  year  the  private  Swimming  Pool  at  The  Grange  was 
opened  to  the  Public,  and  after  several  inspections  and  bacterio- 
logical examinations  of  the  water,  a Chlorinating  Apparatus  was 
installed  with  satisfactory  results. 

J.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  in  one  case  for  the  eradi- 
cation of  bed  bugs. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  (J.  F.  Smithie). 
INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Water  ...  193  Housing 

Bakehouses  ...  17  Sewerage 

Factories  ...  22  Drainage 

Food  Premises  34 
Total  Inspections 
Houses  and  Clothing  Disinfected 
Informal  Notices 
Statutory  Notices 


...  113  Buildings  ...  116 

...  147  Destructor  ...  43 

...  83  Smoke  ...  7 

Slaughterhouses  249 

...  1024 

7 

...  53 

2. 
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Section  D. 

Housing 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 

1.  (0  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (Under  Public  Health  of  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

(b)  Number  of  Inspection  made  for  the  purpose  ...•  73 
(if)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 
head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  57 

(Hi)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  0 

(/v)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2 Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  of  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  49 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  ...  2 

4.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936:  Part  Iv.  OVERCROWDING 
(/)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  0 

(if)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(iif)  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  45 

(iv)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  been  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(v)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowd- 

ing conditions  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  0 

Fifty-three  new  Council  Houses  have  been  completed  in  1947 
and  work  on  255  others  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Section  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  register  contains  34  farms  and  30  retailers  of  milk. 

(b)  Meat. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  continued  his  duties  as  meat  inspector 
and  has  submitted  the  following  figures: 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Slaughtered 

Inspected 

Condemned 

Cattle 

1107 

1107 

15 

Calves 

490 

490 

1 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

3614 

3614 

5 

Pigs 

29 

29 

1 

Total 

5240 

5240 

22 

Section  F. 

FACTORIES  ACT. 

The  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  Form  572  has 
oeen  completed  and  copies  forwarded  to  the  relevant  authorities. 
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Section  G. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 

1.  GENERAL. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  have  not  been  any  outbreaks 
of  infectious  diseases.  We  did  not  however  escape  the  nation-wide 
epidemic  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis),  and  had 
two  cases  in  the  District  both  of  whom  unfortunately  proved  fatal. 

2.  DIPHTHERIA. 

Two  sessions  monthly  for  the  purpose  of  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  have  been  held  at  the  Bletchley  Welfare  Clinic.  These 
have  been  well  attended.  Large  numbers  of  the  older  children 
have  also  had  “booster”  doses  to  reactivate  their  immunity. 

3.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  have  been  4 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  were: 

Pulmonary  2 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  2 

4.  CANCER. 

This  dread  disease  caused  a total  of  20  deaths  during  1947,  an 


increase  of  8 over  the  previous  year. 

5.  NOTIFICATIONS. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  20 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


D.  H.  WALDRON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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